
 Office of the County Executive 
 STEUART PITTMAN 

 August 10, 2022 

 Captain Homer. R. Denius 
 Commanding Officer 
 Naval Support Activity Annapolis 
 58 Bennion Road 
 Annapolis, MD 21402 

 Dear Captain Denius: 

 The recent proposal by the Naval Academy Athletic Association and Naval Academy Golf Association to 
 develop a new 18-hole golf course at Greenbury Point in Annapolis has generated concern and alarm 
 among many Anne Arundel County residents who prefer the historic property to remain a conservation 
 area. I understand and share their concern, as Greenbury Point is a site that is beloved by the community 
 for its passive nature, rich history and extraordinary views of the Severn River and Chesapeake Bay. 

 I am writing today to offer a different proposal for the future of Greenbury Point – allow Anne Arundel 
 County to keep it as a conservation area, managed by our Department of Recreation and Parks through a 
 long term lease. 

 We propose to preserve and enhance its current conservation uses, rather than create new ones. The 
 County is willing to make investments through our capital program to extend the natural and paved trails 
 and consider water access improvements such as a designated fishing area, observation overlooks, and 
 even a shoreline “paddle-in” park. To support these improvements, we would provide some modest 
 additional parking capacity and a park ranger substation. In addition, we would be interested in pursuing 
 environmental improvements to the property, including enhancing natural meadow areas, creating more 
 pollinator habitat, planting native tree species for reforestation, removing harmful invasive species, and 
 planting shoreline grasses for erosion control and wildlife habitat. 

 We have existing funding in our Fiscal Year 2023 Budget that we can utilize to create concept designs 
 and begin community engagement. Maintaining Greenbury Point as a conservation area aligns with 
 Plan2040 (Bill 11-21), the county’s award-winning general development plan, which prioritizes the 
 preservation of trees, greenspaces, and water quality. Specifically, our proposal would further the 
 following goals in Plan2040 (page 28): 

 Policy NE1.1  : Protect the natural role that environmental  features provide to reduce stormwater 
 runoff impacts, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat by increasing and tracking the 
 protections afforded during the development process. 
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 Policy NE1.3  : Protect, enhance, and create living shorelines and nearshore habitat. 

 Policy NE3.1  : Increase the amount of protected land in the County. 

 NE3.2  : Continue expanding the network of protected  corridors of woodlands and open space as 
 set forth in the Greenways Master Plan. 

 Our proposal is also consistent with the County’s recently passed Green Infrastructure Master Plan (Bill 
 8-22) and Master Plan for Land Preservation Parks and Recreation (Bill 59-22). 

 We also understand that Greenbury Point is critical to US Navy operations and is used for training 
 exercises and other activities. Should the County enter into a lease for the property, we will of course 
 work with the Navy to accommodate these mission critical activities. Our proposal is also compatible with 
 existing uses like Mill Point Marina and the Cottages at Greenbury Point. 

 The United States Navy and the United States Naval Academy are already valuable partners to Anne 
 Arundel County. We have an existing lease for use of the Navy Dairy Farm in Gambrills, MD and we have 
 an existing easement on Greenbury Point for three towers that provide public safety telecommunication 
 coverage. We participate in Naval Academy events and welcome and appreciate midshipmen, USNA 
 staff and Navy personnel as members of our community. We would welcome this new opportunity to 
 partner with the Navy to keep Greenbury Point natural, accessible and protected. 

 I have spoken to environmental leaders in our area, including Chesapeake Conservancy, the Chesapeake 
 Bay Foundation, and the Severn River Association, as well as members of our Congressional and State 
 delegations and I believe there is widespread support for our proposal. 

 I hope you will give Anne Arundel County favorable consideration to partner in securing a resilient future 
 for Greenbury Point that benefits the Navy, the Academy, the County, and the greater community. I would 
 appreciate an opportunity to discuss this proposal further with you and/or the appropriate Navy staff. 

 Sincerely, 

 Steuart Pittman 
 County Executive 

 cc:  Honorable Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the Navy 
 Honorable Meredith A. Berger, Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
 Vice Admiral Sean Buck, Superintendent, US Naval Academy 
 Rear Admiral Michael Steffen, Commandant, Naval District Washington 
 Ed Zeigler, Director of Public Affairs, Naval District Washington 
 Captain Thomas McLemore, Public Works Officer, Naval Support Activity Annapolis 
 Zoe Johnson,  Naval Support Activity Annapolis 
 Matthew Power, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Jessica Leys, Director, Recreation and Parks 
 Chris Trumbauer, Budget Officer 
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